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TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ POTTERS’ EXA- | 
MINER, AND WORKMAN’S ADVOCATE.” 


Srz,—I wish, through the medium of your valuable 
little periodical, if you will grant me the privilege, to 
call the attention of the leading minds in all branches 
connected with the present Union, to a question, in my 
opinion, of paramount importance__one which seems to 
connect itself, very clearly, with our welfare as a Union; 
and which, I have no doubt, has occupied the mind of 
every thinking man in the Union ; and, however complex 
and intricate it may be, it is a question which must, one 
day, be discussed, and set at rest, if we intend to main- 
tain our ground and existence as a Union; viz., “ What 


shall be done with the unemployed ?” 


But, Sir, in mooting this question, if I know myself, 
I have no unkind feeling towards any one; and, though 
I shall fearlessly expose my mind to public view, or, per- 
haps, public scorn, upon this subject, I must beg of your 
readers not to charge me with personality or malevolence, 

In bringing this subject more fully before your readers, 
I may observe, that this unfortunate portion of our fel- 
low-men seem divided into classes. 


Ist. The able-bodied, ingenious, industrious. 


2nd. The weak in body, or weak in intellect. } 


3rd. And by far the most numerous, are those who 
through habits of indolence and intemperance, or disho- 
nesty, have forfeited the good-will and respect of every 
manufacturer whom they have attempted to serve. 

Now, Sir, so long as there is a Union in existence to 
compel something like a uniformity in the price of labour, 
the first-named class will be very small ; for it is a well 
known fact, that if masters must give a good price, they 
will have the best of men; but, who cannot see that, 
whilst Union keeps the first class small, it will keep the 
other two classes numerous. Not so when manufacturers 
are allowed to run the insane race of competition uncheck- 
ed, in the manufecturing price of their goods by Union ; 
for, then, that man, however void of principle, will find 
the readiest market for his labour, who will sell it the 
cheapest. 





(Bate; Printer, Shelton. 





This, Sir, may be considered a digression, but I ran 
into it to show, what I think, none can deny, that the 
very tendency of Union is to throw the infirm in body, 
whether that infirmity arise from age or affliction, and the 
weak in intellect, (by that I mean such who, with all 
their assiduity, and the closest application, could never 
rise above third or fourth-rate men, in their various 
branches,) and the indolent and intemperate out of em- 
ployment. 


Well, the grand question is, “‘ WHAT CAN BE DONE 
WITH THEM, OR FoR THEM?” ‘To abandon them to 
their fate would be cruel; at least it would manifest a 
want of brotherly feeling in the breasts of the employed, 
whilst it would engender in the bre:sts of the unem- 
ployed a feeling at once malignant and reckless ; which 
would find its h'ghest source of gratification in throwing 
obstacles in the way of the Union, by taking the places 
of Union men at any price; which, if it did not dismem- 
ber, would so paralyze our strength, that we should be- 

‘come the laughingstock of our opponents. 

To support them seems equally impracticable ; for, 
however small the pittance may be, which is doled out 
individually, the aggregate forms an enormous weekly 
sum, which presses, like a night-mare, upon our ener- 
gies, buries the very spine of our Union, and takes from 
us the “sinews of war;” in fact, this renders us any- 
thing but a formidable phalanx to our opponents ; whilst 

“it places beyond our reach the ability of convincing the 
various in England, that the potters, as a body, 
are not lost to every feeling of moral principle and grati- 
tude, but are prepared to refund that enormous sum of 
money, so generouly lent by the noble-minded, disinter- 
ested men of Sheffield, in our dire necessity ! 

Sir, I feel no hesitation in saying, that every Trades’ 
Union in England, or in the world, that has hitherto been 
formed, has found this the millstone that hath sunk, or 
will sink, them. Our former Union saw that every 
factory that struck work for an advance of price, obtain- 
ed their object so far; but this was accompanied by a 
kind of sifting of the hands; the master taking the su- 

ior, and leaving the inferior as a dead weight upon our 
funds and, to remedy this evil, we conceived the iden 
of commencing manufacturing ourselves, and thus make 
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the unemployed producers of wealth, instead of mere | 


consumers of the wealth of others. Dut here we missed 
our way: this was, perhaps, the most unfortunate step we 
ever took ; for, hereby. we converted those gentlemen into 
settled enemies, who had before been our friends. This 
was not all; agreat outlay was necessary ; and the power 
10 wield that capital must be invested in the hands of some 
purty, or parties ; and whether the partics, thus empow- 
ered, made the best use, or not, of the capital intrusted to 
them, is doubted by many.and positively denied by some. 
Upon this subject I would say, that had we had a Wedg- 
wood for a potter, and a Hume, or Goldburn, to have 
looked after the pounds, shillings, and pence, and those 
men the most strictly honest, our capital must have 
shared the same fate that it did share, with the same hands 
employed. The habits, the furniture of the minds of the 
men, forbid success. Wellington might, with as much 
propriety, have anticipated success at Waterloo, with the 
allied army under his command in a state of drunkenness 
and insubordination, 


But, Mr. Editor, by this time you will be ready to 
ask, what I would recommend, serving they can neither 
be rejected, nor supported, without prejudice to the 
Vnion. And here, Sir, I assure you, I have no inten- 
tion of being dogmatical ; neither have I the vanity to 
think that the majority will think with me; but I have a 
hope of seeing a spirit of inquiry set afloat, which may 
elicit something more useful and more fiee from objec- 
tions than my plan is, and then I shall be satisfied. 


Having premised this much, I would say, my plan is 
to put them to work, no¢ in a manufactory, but in a_feld. 
I think if each district could procure a field, on rent, the 
unemployed, in that district, might cultivate it with the 
spade ; and, by that means, repay back, at a future day, 
the small pittance they may have received from the Union, 
Now, this plan recommended itself to my mind in the 
first place, because it must be better and more advanta- 
geous to pay a man three, four, or five shillings, for as 
much spade labour as a farmer, or gardener, would pay 
that much money for, than paying that much for doing 
nothing; and though I am not prepared to say, or even 
to guess, what the produce of eighteen or twenty acres 
of land under spade cultivation might be worth annually, 
still, I dare venture to say, it would be a good round 
sum ! 

In the second place, I think the outlay would be small, 
any further than the labour,and that is going on every 
week, under the present system: for nothing. And, in the 
third place, this plan seems attended with very little risk ; 
you cannot lay out, upon land, ‘I'wenty Pounds in well 
directed labour, without making it Twenty Pounds better. 
Nature is a most faithful banker! Whatever is invested 
there with proper skill, is always repaid with intrest. 
Mother Earth is a most extarordinay mother, for her sons 
may smite her fair face with a mall, lay her bosom open 
with a spade, or rifle her bowels with a mattock, and she 
not only pardons the indignity offered, but always rewards 
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the asault! In the fourth place parties who become trustees, 
or, in any way, become responsible for the rent, would 
incur but a very light responsibility ; as there would al- 
ways be as much upon the land as would pay the rent. 
In the fifth place, work of this kind would have no tenden- 
cy to overstock the erockery market. In the sixth place, I 
see nothing in this plan to give any just cause of offence 
to our employers, or any other capitalist. And, in the 
last place, I must observe, that the strongest recommen- 
dation of this plan is the infinite good which eternity itself 
must unravel, confered upon mankind by the imortal 
Felengberge in his self-suporting schools, in Swit- 
zerland, through the means of the spade with which 
you, and hundreds of your readers, are familiar, as 
well as the poor Duteh Colonies as they are called, 
where thousands have been raised from astate of moral and 
physical degredation (not to be exceeded in St. Giles or 
Safforn Hill) to a state of comparative affluence and vir- 
tue, by the same means! But after all, I am aware, that 
a number of objections may, and will, be raised to this 
plan, or to any other, which I shall not attempt to notice, 
having trespassed so far upon your room already: there- 
fore, with a reiteration of a sentiment I have before ad- 
vanced, viz. that my chief object was, to elicit from others 
something really advantageous for the unemployed, rather 
than advance my own plan. 
I subscribe myself yours, truly, 
PETER WATKIN. 
Hanley, Jan. 13th, 1844. 





A WORD TO THE OVENMEN, 
BY ONE OF THEIR BRANCH. 

Mr. Editor,—I am wishful, through the medium of the 
Examiner, to say a few words to the branch with which 
Iam connected, on a certain subject, namely, Union! 
I have no need, on this occasion, to say a word on the 
necessity of Union. No! This is self-evident, from 
past experience. The word Union appears to me to be 
calculated to strike terror to the heart of every grasping, 
over-reaching manufacturer! because our employers are 
fully aware, thatthe Union—the working man’s friend !— 
is able to put an end to all their ungodly proceedings. 
But, on the other hand, while it fills the guiity with the 
fearful expectation of a coming turn-out, it will fill the 
well-disposed with the joyful prospect of fature good! 
The support of the former we do not want, but we in- 
voke the assistance of the latter, for the purpose of bet- 
tering the price of labour. And in order that we might 
gain their assistance more effectually, let us show them 
the example ; yes, the practical part; viz., support the 
Union! the working man’s friend! ourselves. 

Sir, I believe that every good man feels himself mo- 
rally bound, and that by every tie, to support the Union; 
for, while so doing, he is supporting his own interest, in 
the strictest sense of the word. If the cperatives, to a 
man, of our branch would but come forward, and con- 
nect themselves with the Union, they would do well; for, 
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by so doing, they would prove themselves men of Union 
principle, and friends of their trade! 


There is not one amongst us, at the present time, who 
can do without the assistance of his fellow-operatives, in 


case he wants advancement of wages; because one can- 


not be advance: wighout the others. But, notwithstand- 
ing this, there are some of our branch who are so selfish 
in themselves, and thereby, Sir, shut their eyes against 
their own individual interest, by not coming forward, like 
men, and supporting the union, not only with their mo- 
ney, but with their talents also. 


There are others amongst us, who look on the Union 
as the only refuge from that oppression under which our 
branch is labouring. Yet, notwithstanding this, their 
conviction, they still stand aloof as disinterested parties, 
but what may be the cause I cannot pretend to say. But 
I think it must be through the fear of loosing their situa- 
tions, or being at outs with their employers. On this 
point they are deceiving themselves, because there is no 
manufacturer, who sees things aright, that will turn 
a man away through being connected with a trade-sup- 
porting Union. ‘The great evil is, men are too fond of 
their money; they choose a present evil, instead of a 
future advancement in wages. Such men as these would 
sit down, and allow their employers to take from their 
wages, weekly, from five to six shillings before they 
would defend their trade, by paying to the Union. There 
are others of our branch, who have to work like slaves 
for their money ; and, yet, they are so ignorant of their 
own interest, that they would sooner spend ten shillings 
in drink, or foolishness, than pay a farthing to the Union, 
for the purpose of bringing about a better state of things. 
Such men seem willing to support anything before the 
Union. Some of these non-supporters have the best si- 
tuations, and if you talk to such individuals about the 
necessity of their supporting the Union, they will imme- 
diately say, with a deafening voice, ‘‘ What have we to 
do with the Union, or its advocates?” and in a moment 
their blood begins to boil. Consequently, we are to them 
as bad as a thorn in their side. This we know from ex- 
perience. Ask such characters for their subscriptions, 
to forward the interest of their branch, by getting an ad- 
vancement in wages, and they will immediately express 
their disbelief in the matier, button their pockets, and 
look as black as possible. 


Such niggardly men as these, every Union man may 
consider as traitors to the rights of labour. Others there 
are who are willing to support the Union, but only when 
they are in danger of being reduced in their wages ; 
and as soon as ever they are out of danger, they cease 
paying their subscriptions as if there would be no en- 
croachment made year after year on their hard earnings. 
But they are deceived ; they are not safe one day from 
another ; such men may have their price to-day, but 
to-morrow they may be reduced. There are othe:s who 
will pay any amount of subscriptions which their lodge 
may demand ; but then they send it, and scarcely ever 
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go to transact their own business. Nv, they leave that 
to others. Ovhers there are, who allow their subscrip- 
tions to run on three weeks or a month, and it frequent- 
ly happei.s, when their subscriptions are to be paid, that 
they have little or no work, or they have some other 
debt to discharge; cons: quently, they are compelled to 
let their subscriptions run a week, or a month, longer, 
and then it is ten ciiances to one if ever they pay again; 
because the sum frightens them. Now, Sir, I hope 
that every man of our branch will see the nacessity of 
paying his contrilutions, weekly for the benefit of al’. 
There are a few of our branch who can do without the 
Union at any time ; but if they leave their trade, | hope 
they will take the hint and support the Union, by their 
private donations. 
{am Mr. Editor, yours respectfully, 
AN OPERATIVE OVEN-MAN. 


To the Editor of the “* Potters’ Ezaminer.”’ 





Sir,— As the professed object of your publication is 
the exposure of abuses ; and as you have given evidence 
of your intention to carry out that object by exposing 
abuses practised by Manufacturers, I hope you will open 
your columns to expose abuses practised by workmen, 
towards their fellow-workmen. What I would wish to 
call your attention to, at the present time, is a system, 
which was attacked by Mr. William Ridgway, a few 
years ago, at the Bell Bank, and he, ina great measure 
did away with it; namely, the system of ‘* Buttyship” 
(for it is quite as bad as Butty Culliers,) or the setting 
of the oven-work to a few men, and they having a 
number of under men, placers, &c. duing, I may salely 
say, the greatest part of the work ; and receiving but a 
scanty portion of the money which the master pays for 
the whole. 1 think I can show you, that, at two of the 
Manufactories alluded, to, in Hanley, it wonld not be. 
difficult to point out four persons, ovenmen, whose 
weekly receipts reach £24. These men have under 
them, large and small, from twenty to twenty-four 
persons; and these, I may safely say, do not get above 
10, or £11 out of the£24, Now the master paysa good 
price for that description of work ;—yea, 1 may say, if it 
were equally distributed among the whole, that it is 
better paid for than any other work on the bank. 


Now, Sir, if you know any'thing of the work, I have 
referred to, you must know also, that the number of per- 
sons, under those four individuals, are but scantily paid, 
while the “‘ Butties” receive from the master, that Which 
would pay al] of them a much better sum. But this 
system is not confined to the two places to which [ have 
referred. if there be any difference, they aie perhaps 
better than any others. I might instance Mr. C. Meigh’s 
where you might easily mistake the leading Oven-Man’ 
for a clergyman, or, at least a partner. If these men 
are to be our leaders, they ought, at last, to come to 
the work with clean bands. I believe the thing only 
wante exposing, in order to be remedied ; and I feel con- 
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fident, Mr. Editor, that you will not be wanting on 
your part, if you consider it calls for your interference. 
‘‘Man’s, inhumanity to man, 
Makes countless thousands mourn ;’"__ 
and the case, 1 have mentioned, I think, is one in 
which you will acknowledge, that the sum, paid by the 
master, might be more equitably divided, and still leave 
the aforesaid leading men a fair proportion, withoutleav- 
ing themselves open to the charge of inhumanity to 
their fellow creatures. 
Yours very respectfully, Mr. Editor, 
Hanley, Jan. 15th, 1844. JUSTITIA, 


eo 


To the Editor of the “ Potters’ Examiner.” 


Sir,—Allow me through the medium of your valuable 
paper, to inform the Throwers of the Staffordshire Pot- 
teries, that the Throwers of Ashby Wolds, have again 
come to the scratch and are determined to protect their 
branch, by manfully uniting, and u-ing every exertion 
to stop the iron hand of oppression, from taking any 
more advantage of their labour. 


May every branch go and do likewise. 
I am sir yours, 
AN OLD FRIEND. 
Ashby Wolds, Jan. 2]st. 1844. 





To the Editor of “ The Potters’ Examiner.” 
Sir,—In consequence of what has lately taken place at 
certain Manufactories (such as the dishonest practice of 
stopping wages for dirty ware, an‘ the pilfering of the 
Law-breaking Truck-Masters,) I am induced with your 
permission, to address a few words to you, and to my 
fellow-workmen on these vile proceedings. 


Sir, the system of ‘‘ stoppages ”’ are carried toa shock- 
ing extreme in some of the Manufactories of these dis- 
tricts. There are those (the Jackalls of Capital as you 
term them) who will not even allow the men under their 
* Baileyship ” ¢o see the ware which is pronounced to 
be bad; and who have recourse to a variety of low means, 
to defrauc the poor out of a portion of their hard earned 
wages. 

Now, Sir. if such proceedings as these are not put a 
stop to, we know not where they willend. Other Over. 
lookers and Employers may catch the villianous infec- 
tion ; and perpetrate the same robberies, and exercise 
the same tyrannies, on those under their employ. And, 
I would ask, shall a system like this continue ? Is it not 
the duty of every collins to expose, and show up 
such deeds ? I have no hesitation in saying it is! and I 
for one will do so! 


Mr. Editor, would you believe that The Dirty Ware 
Manufacturer of Fei:ton, having received an annonimous 
letter signed ‘‘ Andrew Bell,” relative to the tyrannies 
exercised by him on those under bis employ, has had 
the sense to look upon all persons of the name of “Bell” 


— 





as belonging to the family of “ Andrew ; ” and has had 
the charity \o discharge all those from under his employ, 
who happened to bear that sounding name. Really Mr. 
Editor, I scarcely know whether to laugh or weep, at 
this splendid display of Middle-qlgss intellectuallity. 
The facts stand thus. On the receipt of “ Andrew's” 
letter (something good you may depend!) the Fenton 
Solon, in the ful!nes of his wisdom (?) sends for ayoung 
woman, who unfortunately bore the name of “ Bell,” 
and who, likewise, had the misfortune to work upon 
his premises, and immediately discharged her from his 
employ. The Butty Firemen, at this took fright ; 
and having one of this unfortunate name under their 
employ, they, too, must discharge their “ Bell;” and 
thus, Mr. Editor, these Butty-Ringers, headed by their 
Triple. Bob-Major, have commenced a crusade against 
all of the name of Bell. 
“Oh Andrew! Andrew !! 

Wherefore art thou Andrew ? forego thy name, 

Or if thou'lt be but sworn my love! I'll no longer 

Be a Bell.” SHakesrean. 


I remain Mr. Editor, yours respectfully 
THE CLAPPER, 
Fenton, Jan. 23rd, 1844. 





To the Operatives of the United Branches of the Potters’ 
Union. 
FeLtow WorkKMEN, 


I esteem it a great privilege that I can, through the 
medium of the Examiner, express to you my gratitude 
for your noble and praiseworthy exertions, in rescuing 
so many from tyranny and oppression, When I looked 
at the gloomy aspect that pervaded the minds of the 
Potters in general, previous to our Union, and now look 
at the great good that has been obtained from its un- 
flinching efforts, J, with pleasure, congratulate you on 
your noble and praiseworthy proceedings. I am glad 
to see such a noble and determined spirit to fight until 
all enemies of Justice and equity are totally annihilated. 


We are we!l aware that, previous to Martinmas, it 
was the intention of some of our unprincipled Employers 
to make another draw upon labour’s almost exhausted 
veing, by another drop in our prices, Well might the 
minds of honest and thoughtful men be cast down, and 
become clouded by such premeditated abominations. 
But happy am I, to find, that the scale-beam has turned 
in our favour. A ray of light now shines upon the 
Potter’s countemance, and every prospect presents itself 
of a full Emancipation from thra'dom and slavery. 
Seeing, then, that we have, already achieved so much 
good, let us take courage and fight manfully ;—let our 
faith increase, and our motto be onwarp! But, I 
would ask, are all that are deriving advantage from the 
Union, doing the best they can, to forward the interest 
of the Union? I don’t screple to say, and can prove 
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that they are not. Sorry am! that such characters 
exist. If] must consult my own feelings, I should 
not detail that which is grievous fo reasonable, 
thirking men: but duty calls upon me to speak. We 
are well aware that had it not been for the united 
efforts of the several Branches of our Union we must, 
inevitably, have suffered greater privations than we 
hitherto have , but we have been delivered from a re- 
duction of prices, and, in @ great measure, from that 
abominable system of allowance, which has borne so 
heavily on many of our trade for the last twelve months. 
Now, there are men who are reaping this t advan- 
tage, and, ] am ashamed to say, withho!ding their subscrip- 
tions towards maintaining what others have laboured so 
hard to gain for them. They have been repeatedly 
solicited to come forward, and do their duty like men, 
and show that they are well-wishers both of their 
families and there fellow-workmen : but entreaties have 
hitherto been in vain. Some of these characters are 
those who were first delivered from that notorious 
system of allowance in the Longton District. I don’t 
say these characters are confined to Longton District. 
No, there are too many both in this and other Districts 
of the Potteries. I think, of all men, these are the 
most base, and unfit for Civilized Society. I say, they 
are, in the strictest sense, reaping the fruits of other 
men’s labour ;—they are folding their arms in the midst 
of the contest; and allowing others to fight their battles 
forthem. This is returning Evil for Good. Oh let 
them look at those poor men that are sacrificed for them, 
that have manrfully given up their places in order that 
they might be delivered! I say let them ask themselves 
if this be not the case, and Oh! if the reader finds him- 
telf to be one of those, let him return unto us and he 
shall be received ! 
I am fellow-Workmen, 
Yours. in the bonds of Union, 


A LONGTON, OPERATIVE. 





PROGRESS OF TRADE REFORM. 
TUNSTALL, 


On Thursday-Evening last, after a few hours 
notice, by public placard, a spirited, orderly, and 
numerousiy-attended Meeting of all the branches of 
Operative Potters took place at the Sneyd’s Arms 
lon, Tunstall, where, and when, the following reso- 
lutions were unanimously agreed to. 

Ist. That it is the opinion of this meeting, that 


Union is indespensably necessary, in order to obtain 
a just remuneration for labour. 


2nd. That it is the imperative duty of every 
Operative to labour for his rights. 

3rd. That this Meeting pledges itself to exert 
all its energies to accomplish the desirable object of 
4 well-consolidated Union. 


4th. And last, that this Meeting also pledges 
itself to give its support to, and to use all its im- 

fluence to extend the circulation of, ‘* The Potters’ 
Examiner, and Workman’s Advocate :’—the unflinch- 
ing organ of The United Brauches of Operative 
Potters. 

The meeting was presided over by an honest anid 
zealous Unionist of the neighbourhood. Addresses 
were delivered of an animated and spirited character ; 
and such as would have done honour to those who 
might style themselves more learned than “The Mul- 
titude.” The best feeling prevailed; and the whole of 
the procee'ings were conducted in the most orderly 
aud creditable manner. 

It is with pleasure that we call the attention of the 
Union, geverally, to the spirited and important proceed- 
ings of the Tunstal Lodges. The Operatives of this 
neighbourhood have taken the intelligent step, of attach- 
ing Sick-Funds to their several soricties. This is a 
matter of the greatest importance, and calls fer its im- 
mediate adoption by every Lodge in the Union, or 
rather the adoption of a general principle by all 
the branches of Operative Potters for the formation of 
one general Friendly Society throughout the whole !— 
astep which we have no hesitation in saying, would 
tend more to consolidate the power of, and to give per- 
manence to, the Union, than any other that could, at 
present, be adopted. 

We need not “7 that the men of Tunstall are bravely 
doing their duty! 

STOKE. 

According to announcement in our last, an animated 
and important meeting of all the bra:.ches of Operative 
Potters was held at the Christian Brethrens’ Meeting- 
House, Stoke, on Monday Evening last; when the 
same resolutions, which were past at Tunstall, were 
unanimously agreed to. 

An intelligent Potter of Stoke occupied the chair, ard 
the best feeling and order prevailed. 

A committee was selected from the body of the meet- 
ing, comprising two individuals from each branch, to 
carry into practical execution the spirit of the resolu- 
tions. This was, and is, an important step; and we 


, sincerely bope that the parties appointed to sit on that 


committee will feel the importance of their office, and 
enter, spiritedly, on their important duties. 

We are happy to find that throughout the whole of 
the districts there is a growing spirit for Union, and a 
zealous determination for consolidation of purpose 
amongst all branches of Operative Potters. This is 





| well; and will lead to important results !! 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES. 
UNION ! UNION !! UNION !!! 
MEN OP HANLEY. 

A General Meeting of al/ the Branches of Operative 
Potters. will take place at the George and Dragon, Inn, 
ee Hanley, on Monday Evening, January 29th, 
] , 

Chair to be 'aken at Six y’C'eck precisely. 
ADMISSION FREB! 
By order of the United Branches of 


OPERATIVE POTTERS. 
TO THE OVENMEN, BURSLEM. 
A General Meeting of the Ovenmen will take place 


on Monday Evening next, at the White Hart, Burslem. 
CHAIR TO BE TAKEN AT SIX o’CLOCK. 
TO THE OVENMEN, STOKE. 

A General Meeting of the Ovenmen will also take 
place on ‘Tuesday Evening next, at the Odd-Fellow’s 
Arms, Stoke. 

CHAIR TO BE TAKEN AT 81x O’CLOCK. 
By order of the Central Boar of OVENMEN. 

- NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. _ 

Received, T. S. Shelton; P. Hanley ; and An Opera- 
tive Potter. Hanley. 

A. P. Fenton, will perceive, we have made use of a 
portion of his communication. The remainder shall appear 
next weck. 

The continuation of Mr. Wedgwood's Letters in our next. 

Mr. C . Tunstall is informed that we are extremely 
sorry that we have mislaid is little communication ; but if he 
eoould oblige us with another copy, tt shall meet with imme- 
diate insertion. 

No room for the Patriot again this week. 

Daniel Alcock under consideration. 

ERRATA. —In last week's number page 60, for Mn. 
Samvet Epwarps, read Mr. James Epwarps. 

A few of the back numbers of the Examiner remaining 
on hand they may be had now of the publisher, Mr. Evans, 
Brunswick-Street, Shelton. 

Advertizing scale of ** The Potters’ Examiner ; cir- 
culation 2009, Ten lines five shillings ; every additional 
dine fourpence. 

All communications to the Editor to be addressed 
** Examiner” Office, Piccadilly Shelton. 

THE POTTERS’ EXAMINER, 
And Workman's Advocate. 
JANUARY 277TH, 1844. 








According to promise in last week’s paper, we have 
madea leader of Mr. Watkin’s communication in this. 


The subject, which Mr. Watkin has Lrought before 
the leading winds of the Union, is one of the greatest 











importance, and calls for the immediate investigation, 
and the deepest study, of every Potter in the district. 
It is a subject, he states, that must sooner or later be set 
at rest; with which statement, we heartily concur ; for 
it must be manifest to every thinking mind in our 
Union, that the dead weight of Unemployed Operatives, 
pressing on the funds cf the different Branches, must, of 
necessity, retard the progress of our cause, if it should 
not ultimately destroy it. 


The plan suggested by Mr. Watkin, for giving em- 
ployment to the Unemployed, is now open for the con- 
sideration of the Lodges; and it is our sincere hope, 
that they will take it into their mos¢ serious considera- 
tion ; and should any of our friends have any alterations, 
or additions, to make, we should feel most happy in 
giving publicity to their views on this highly important 
and interesting matter. 





Our readers may not have forgotten, that, a few weeks back 
we had to call their attention to a communication, inserted in this 
paper, and signed “ A Printer.” It will be recollected, that the 
contents of that epistle went to expose the conduct of “ a certain 
manufacturer near the Canning Inn, Fenton ;’—a GentTLemay, 
who, it will be well remembered, had the honesty to extract, not 
once in a way, but regularly, week after week, a certain sum from 
the wages of the printers, under his employ, amounting, on the 
average, to about two-pence in the shilling ;—a sum, be it remem- 
bered, that the printers were compelled to pay in a direct and 
straitforward manner under the allowance system, but which, from 
that system having been abolished at the works of this honourable 
man, he, good soul! must have, even though he got it ina Diary 
and indirect way. Consequently the complaint of dirty ware was 
made ; and the deductions enforced, week by week ; and, although, 
that complaint was proved to be groundless,—a mere fabrication, 
and acknowledged to be so,—the practice was continued, because 
«‘ HE had the power.” 


Now our reason in bringing this matter again before our readers, 
is from a circumstance which has lately transpired at the Works 
of this “Solon ;” and which is detailed, in another part of our 
paper, by a correspondent who signs himself “ The Clapper.”” Our 
readers will find, on referring to that communication, that the 
manufacturer, in question, have received an anonimous letter, 
signed ANDREW BELL, and believing, we suppose, that all Bells 
must be Andrews, whether male, or female, has commenced, as 
our correspondent states, “‘ a crusade against all of that unforrtu- 
nate name.” Really there is something so ludicrously foolish 
about the whole of this business, that we could almost laugh until 
our sides were sore, in picturing to ourselves the boundless wisdom 
displayed by the tor of this simple, silly circumstance. But 
we are not disposed to be merry, from the sting which accompanies 
this deed of folly ;—from the injuries inflicted on two innocent 
individuals, fer simply bearing the name of Bell. There is some- 
thing so fodlishly vindicative in the whole of this affair,—so child- 
ishly savage, that we cannot help calling up to our mind’s eye the 
picture of a spoiled child,—a squaling, bawling, peevish ‘“ suck- 
ling,” beating its nurse, or the table, because she, or it, will not 
carry him to Andrew Bell: —that notable person with nothing 
but A NAME. 


EMIGRATION.—Larrer, No. ILI. 


The following is from the pen of Mr. William 
Thompson, Carpenter, an industrious working man, 
who emigrated from this neighbourhood about eighteet 
months back, and proceeded to New Orleans, thence 
to Exeter, Scott County, Illinois, where he still re- 
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mains. It will be found, {rom his remarks about 
trade, that he is writing to a friend in the Tailoring 
department of industry ;—a department, to the followers 
of which we would recommend the perusal of the 
following excelent and impartial epistle !—Ep. 


Exeter, Scott County, State of Illinois, 


North Ameries, Nov. 19th, 1843. 


Dear Sin,__TI now take the opportunity of ad- 
dressing a few lines to you, which I promised to do 
when in England. I should have written to you be- 
fore I left ga but was prevented, from having 
to sail on the Monday, instead of on the Wednesday, 
as I expected, 


We set sail on the Monday. We had fine weather 
until we got out of the Channel, and then we had a 
head-wind, accompamed with much thunder and light- 
ening, and heavy, squwally weather, but the “ rough 
Sea” never effected my stomach in the least, and I had 
good heulth und appetite, the same as though I were 
on land. We got into a warmer latitude im about a 
month. We had a head-wind from the time we left 
the Channel until we fell in with the Trade-wind. We 
were six weeks tn mg Land ;---the Bahama Islands. 
They lie at the entrance to the Gulph of Mexico. We 
were becalmed here, one afternoon, close under the 
Islands. It was very hot. Many of the natives came 
to sell fruits, tortoise-shells, and fish. In the evening 
we crossed the Bahama Banks, and entered into the 
Gulph of Mexico. We had now a fine wind, and in 
eight days made the land of the United States. This 


was considered quick smiling. We saw the nicely 
situated village of Belhis at the mouth of the Missis 


sippi. We were now one hundred miles from Orleans. 
We were tow’d up the river by @ Steam Boat. The 
river is about @ quarter of @ mile wide in a@ general 
way ; the nag oo level, and most of it 

with timber. are many large plantations o, 
Sugar, Cotton, and Tobacco all along the banks of 
river. A person on the water has but a limited view 
of the country, fm its being so level, and so much 
timlered, I should like to have seen the West India 
Islands. We expected to see Cuba, but we did not 
come near enough. If the ship had been heavily laden, 
we could not have crossed the Bahama Banks ; and, 
then, we must have entered the Gulph at the other 
passige, and have seen Cuba, St. Domingo, and 


Jamiica. 


We were fifty-two in sailt Lit to 
New Orlewst” T found the heat ee 
oppressive at the latter city. We had it equally as 
warm for three weeks before, but the sea-breeze made 
it pleasant. I only stopped two days at Orleans, from 
the weather being so extremely hot. The thermometer 
was from 104 to 110 degrees; and you are fully 
aware that, in England, it is considered to be rather 
warm at 75 and 80. I am sorry to say, the citizens 





of New Orleans have no respect for Sundays ; and, if 
it were not fur their doing no work, that holy day 
would be the same as any vther day of the weck. The 
Stores are open; the Shambles are filled with meat; the 
markets are crowded ; the spirit-vaults and public houses 
the same; and they play at cards and other games as 
though religion had no existence. It is a very unhealthy 
place, so I took the Steam Boat for St. Lewis, which 
is about 1300 Miles by river, and arrived there in 
about five days. The Steam Boats are very different 
Jrom the English ; they are like two-storied houses, with 
the cabin in the top story, and appear like small 
villages. The one by which I came had two engines 
of 150 horse-power each ! 


St. Lewis is a beautiful town, and daily wmproving. 
Trade is very bad, from the breaking of the Banks ; so 
that those in the East are flocking to the West. I saw 
@ young man of your business, from Ashton. He told 
me, he had not worked one quarter of the time since 
he came. He could have had work at the Stop-Shops, 
at three-fourths of a Dollar per day, but he said he 
would rather work a day and a half per week than do 
that. The Slop-Shops are ali filled with Dutch. The 
regular wages (not slop) are from one and a quarter 
to one and a half Dollar per day; about six shillings 
English money ; but it is hard for a@ stranger to get 
ito @ good shop. 

The Americans grow their own wool; spin it; and 
weave their own cloth. LEvery farmer's wife makes 
clothes for the family, excepting a better suit for Sun- 
days, which is made at St. Lewis; to which place 
many of them go to buy out of the Slop-Shops. I do 
not think that this is the part of America for a Tailor ; 
bet it is impossible to give a correct statement, for 
things vary, greatly, in every 120 or 140 Miles. If 
you get into a good shop at four days work per 
week, you would be as well, or better, than in England 
with siz. One Dollar and a quarter, or one Dollar 
and a half, is reckoned the average wages per day, at @ 

Tt has been a fine place for making money, about 
Jive years ago. You might have got work in any town 
Jrom two Dollars to two Dollars and a half per 
day. Provisions are one half cheaper, as well as wages 
Being one half higher. Beef is now selling at 1} per 
peund ; and Pork the same. It was lower last winter, 
Sor the farmers then sold it at one Dollar and a 
quarter, per 100 cwt. Wheat thirty cents per bushel, 
weighing sixty pounds ;— that is 1s. 3d. English money ; 
—but now it is fifty cents per bushel. Fruit is of no 
value! Apples and Peaches grow in abundance. I 
ean board for one Dollar week; so that, if I get 
one and a half day’s work in a week, I CAN DOT 
I do not repent coming. I live in a fine country ;— 
a country that is independent! ! 


America grows Sugar, Cotton, Tobacco, in short 
all the neeessarics aud comforts of life. ‘There are 























72 THE POTTERS' EXAMINER, 





plenty of Coal, Iron, and Salt, You may go and 
shoot what game you please; or fish in what river 
you please! It appears best suited for a farmer. 
Here are many a score of Trade’s people turned to 
farming. Here are thousands of acres of land with- 
ont a tree or a stone on; and as level as a Bowling- 
Green! Give my respects to Mrs. Bibby, Eliza, and 
all enquiring friends ; and believe me to remain, 


Yours, Respectfully, 
WILLIAM THOMPSON. 
Mr. JAS*BIBBY. 





We extract the following from the “Sheffield and 


Rotherham Indepen‘ent,” for the especial perusal of 


the Stipendiary Magistrate of this neighbourhood 
May he profit by its lesson!—Ep. : 


TOWN-HALL. 


FRIDAY, Nov. 24.—Before the Rev. G. Cnaypitr’ 
W. J. Bravsnaw, Esq., Hon. C. Wortrey, and 
Wiuson, Overenp, Esq. 


Thomas Whaley, table-knife cutler, was summoned 
by George Chappel for wages. Mr. Palfreyman ap- 
peared on behalf of the complainant, and stated that in 
consequence of the turn out in the trade, the price of 
the hafter had been enhanced by an arrangement be- 
tween the masters and workmen, which was ratified on 
the 18th September. The hafters had been prevented 
from working nine weeks, in consequence of the dispute 
between the forgers and their masters. On Thursday 
week, the defendant had obtained work of the piaiutiff, 
on the full understandinz that he was to be paid the 
statement price, aud the masters were determined to 
support the men in obtaining the rate of prices agreed 
upon. The question involved a great principle whether 
or not those parties who engaged men to work for them 
at the statement prices, were bound to give them those 

rices.... The defendant stated that on Thursday week, 
“ solicited work of the conplainant, who gave him out 
a gross of varvers. The complainant said he would give 
him the statement price for them, but when the work 
was done, he refused to give him more than 8s, for the 
gross. A specimen of the knife was produced, and Mr. 
Wilson, who appeared on behal! of the Cutlers Company 
shewed the Magistrates from a printed list of prices, 
agreed upon on the 18th of September last, that the 
price for that description was Js. 5d. per dozen, or 17s. 
per gross. Mr. Wilson stated that the Master Cutler 
was unavoidably detained, or he would have been there, 
as the Company were determined to support the men 
in obtaining the price agreed upon....Mr. Overend 
sail that unless the master and men made a specific 
arrangement to the contrary, he considered tha: both 
parties were bound to abide by the arrangements of the 
trade yenerally. It was by parties deviating from what 
were laid down as the rules of the trade, that the trades 








of Sheffield had suffvred so materially... , The defendant 
alleged that he had not had one of the printed lists sent 
to him, and pleaded ignorance on the subj-ct. He said 
that he agreed with the complainant to haft the eight 
gross for 8s., but the Magistrates said it was a matter 
so generally known, that he could not possi ly be ignor- 
ant of it. He was ordered to pay the defesdant his 
wages and covts. 

Benjamin Bennison summoned the same party for 8s. 
6d. wages. He stated that the defendaut gave him out 
a gross of knives to haft, of the same description, last 
Tuesday but one. He did half of them, which was all 
he could do that week; and when be took them in, the 
defendant offered him 4s. for them. He refused to take 
it, and demanded 8s, Gd. The defendant said, that he 
had agreed with Bennison to do them at that price. . . . 
In this case, Mr. Overend made a similar order, obsery- 
ing that the Magistrates were determined to support 
the trade of the town as far as they possibly could, and 
if the defendant had made a contract with the com- 
plainant, 'o work at an under price, it was unfair to the 
rest of the trade, and ought not to be supported. 





REMOVAL OF THE 
EXAMIMER OFFI CH, 


AND GENERAL 


PRINTING, BOOKBINDING, & STATIONERY 


ESTABLISHMENT. 





E. BATE, 


Begs to return his sincete thanks, to his Friends, and the Public 
generally, for past favours, and to inform them, that he has remov- 
ed his Establishment from Tontine Street, Hanley, to 


PICCADILLY, SHELTON, 
(OPPOSITE THE KING'S HEAD INN,) 


and having made considerable additions to his Stock of Types, &<,; 
is enabled to execute EVERY DESCRIPTION OF PRINTING, 
with promptitude and neatness, and at the lowest possible charge. 

A continuance of the kind patronage hitherto received, is very 
respectfully and earnestly solicited. 





Printed for the Executive of “ The United Branches of Operative 
Potters," and Published by W. Evans, Brunswick Street, 
Shelton; Sold also by Brown, Longton; Dent, and Yates, 
Shelton; Manley, Burslem ; Fox, Tunstall, &c. &c. 





BATE, PRINTER, SHELTON. 





























































